It was requested that I post the process of making the domino set.

First such attempt so here goes:

I cut and planed soft maple and walnut to 1/4" thickness. I made enough for the set plus a few extras. Next step was to rip the pieces into 3" wide strips. If I do this again I would cut them a little wider and sand down to final width. As it was they wound up slightly less than 3" wide when I ran them across my V-Drum sander to smooth the edges after removing the glue squeeze out.

Then the parts were laminated together - a piece of walnut sandwiched between soft maple. The laminated parts were run through the planer to remove 1/8" off one of the soft maple sides. This side is where the divots would be drilled.

The dominos were then cut to final lengh with the crosscut sled and a stop block.

The divots were created using a 3/8" core box router bit in the drill press using the jig you see in the photos. I ran the drill press at a very slow speed and had some tearout between the the divots on the six spots as the holes were very close. Perhaps it would have worked better if the drill press speed had been higher. The holes were drilled just deep enough (approx. 3/16" deep) to expose a broad base of walnut at the bottom of the divot.

Next step was to return to the tablesaw and crosscut sled to cut the dividing line. This was done using a thin kerf blade set to cut approx. 3/16" deep - again just enough to expose the walnut. I flipped the piece end for end to get the line exactly in the center.

Finish was simply a couple coats of natural color Watco Finishing Oil.

As projects go this is pretty simple. Cutting out rectangles and drilling partial holes. 

Thanks for the interest.

Bill
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