
ShopNotes

Flip through the pages of any 
woodworking catalog and you’re 
sure to fi nd several pages fi lled 
with router accessories. Most of 
them are billed as “must-have” 
items guaranteed to make you a 
better woodworker — if you can 
believe all the hype. 

To help you sort out what you 
need and what you don’t, I’ve 
gathered up 10 of the most useful 
accessories to help you get more 
from this versatile power tool. 
One very important thing to point 
out is that not all of these accesso-
ries are fl ashy, high-dollar items. 

In fact, most of these handy add-
ons are less than $30 apiece, and
easy to find on the Web.

ALTERNATE BASES

One way you can dramatically 
add capability to an ordinary 
fi xed-base router is to upgrade 
the base. Many router models are 
designed to fi t optional D-handle 
and plunge-style bases. 

D-handles. At fi rst glance, a D-
handle base (photos on this page) 
may not seem like it’s much of an 
improvement over a typical fi xed 
base. But there are some advan-
tages that I’d like to point out. 

The fi rst is the power switch 
is located in the D-handle. This 
trigger-like switch makes it a snap 
to turn on the router without hav-
ing to take your hand off a handle. 

I’ve also found a D-handle to 
be more comfortable to grip than 
two small knobs during extended 
use. One reason for that added 

These inexpensive accessories will add new 
capabilities and more accuracy, while saving time. 
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Set-Up Gauge. 

This stepped 

gauge makes 

quick work of 

accurately setting 

the depth of cut 

on your router. 
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comfort is the shape of the D-
handle places your arm in a more 
relaxed, pushing position.  

Plunge Base. The other com-
mon base option is a plunge base, 
as you can see in the photo at right. 
You’ll fi nd that getting a plunge 
base is like adding a second router 
to your workshop. 

With this base, you can tackle 
tasks like stopped dadoes, grooves, 
and mortises with ease. One fea-
ture that I really like is how simple 
it is to use multiple passes to make 
deep, accurate cuts. 

There’s one other benefi t from 
getting either a D-handle or plunge 
base. You can use either one for 
all your hand-held routing tasks 
and attach the fi xed base to your 
router table. This makes switching 
between the two hassle free.

SELF-CLAMPING GUIDES 

Routing dadoes and grooves with 
a straight bit is a common hand-
held router task. And the key to 
getting an accurate cut is guiding 
the router. To do that, I turn to a 
self-clamping, straightedge guide 
(main photo on the opposite page). 

The Right Size. This aluminum 
guide comes in a variety of 
lengths (up to 144"). But 
I’ve found that a two-foot 
model takes care of most 
of my needs. The guide clamps 
to a workpiece with a cam clamp 
and a sliding jaw. And the smooth 
aluminum sides provide a dead 
straight reference for your router. 

Using the Guide. The guide 
provides an accurate edge, but you 
still need to account for the offset 
of the bit from the reference edge. 
That’s why I made a simple gauge 
block, as shown in the main photo 
on the facing page. (You’ll need to 
make one for each bit size.) 

To use the block, all you have to 
do is align the notch with the lay-
out line, butt the guide to the end 
of the block, and clamp it down. 
Now you’re ready to start routing. 

LOW-COST ACCESSORIES 

Something I’ve noticed about 
working with a router is that small 
details can make a big impact on 
the quality of the work. And these 
next two accessories fall into that 
category. They don’t cost much, 

but can really make routing more 
accurate and safer.

Depth Gauge. An important 
part of using your router is accu-
rately setting the bit depth. For 
years, I used a combination square. 
But eyeballing the bit against 
the ruler can be a challenge. So I 
picked up a simple, set-up gauge 
(lower photo on the opposite 
page). To use it, move the bit up or 
down until it makes contact with 
the stepped profi le of the gauge. 

Carpet Tape. All of the items 
that I mentioned so far are dedi-
cated router accessories. So the 
carpet tape shown at left might 
not seem like an “accessory” at 
fi rst. However, once you use it, it’s 
sure to fi nd a permanent place in 
your router cabinet.

One of the ways I use carpet 
tape with my router is fl ush trim-
ming a workpiece with a template. 
Ordinary clamps often get in the 
way while routing and the tem-
plate can shift when you reposi-
tion the clamps. But a few strips 
of carpet tape can provide just 
enough “clamping power” to hold 
the template in place while I trim 
the workpiece to size. 

The accessories shown here are 
just a few ways to add new capa-
bilities for your router. Turn the 
page to learn about six more. 

{ Carpet Tape. Clamps can 

get in the way while using a 

template. Carpet tape allows 

you to temporarily secure a 

template without fuss.

{ Plunge Base. With an auxiliary plunge base, 

you can leave the standard base attached to your 

router table for fast changes between setups.



The alternate bases and accesso-
ries featured on the previous pages 
will no doubt make a big differ-
ence in how you work with your 
router. But on these two pages, I 
want to highlight a few other well-
used upgrades from my shop you 
may want to consider.  

EDGE GUIDE

The self-clamping straightedge I 
mentioned earlier works great for 
routing dadoes across a panel. But 
for making grooves on long or nar-
row pieces, you’ll need a different 
solution —  an edge guide. 

An edge guide is just a fence and 
a pair of rods that attach to your 
router like you see in the photo 
above. You set the position of the 
bit using the adjustable fence that 
rides along the edge.  

Auxiliary Fence. For my edge 
guide, I attached a hardwood face 
to the fence. This gives the edge 
guide a wider bearing surface, 
which gives me more control at 
the start and end of a cut. 

OFFSET BASEPLATE

Speaking of greater control, this 
next add-on is all about giving 
you more stability when using a 
bearing-guided bit. The problem 
with an ordinary baseplate is that 
less than half the router is sup-
ported as you rout. This can make 
a large router feel tippy — espe-
cially as you near a corner. 

Control. In the lower left photo, 
you can see how I’ve added a 
teardrop-shaped baseplate. The 
extra length and additional knob 
improve the stability and control 

as I work. Plus, you’re less likely to 
tip the router and spoil the cut. 

ROUTING MAT

There’s another problem you can 
run into when routing along the 
edge of a piece. And that’s holding 
the workpiece in place. If you use 
clamps, you’ll have to reposition 
them during the process.  

A better solution is a routing 
mat (left photo below). It looks 
like a heavy-duty shelf liner with 
a textured rubber surface that 
gives it a surprisingly secure grip. 
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Dust

Collector. 

This spring-

loaded dust 

collector has a roller 

bearing to keep it close 

and rolling smoothly.

Edge Guide. Routing perfectly parallel fl utes is no problem 

with a simple edge guide attached to your router.

Offset Baseplate & Router Mat. This large 

baseplate offers tip-free control while routing 

profi les. And the textured mat provides 

a solid grip on the workpiece.

          six more must-have  
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Not only does it act like a clamp, 
but it also makes repositioning the 
workpiece a snap. 

There is one downside. Fine 
dust and chips can decrease the 
grip of the mat over time. But you 
can make it as good as new with a 
little maintenance. Simply rinse it 
off with warm water and let it dry.

DUST COLLECTOR

Anyone who has worked with a 
router knows just how much dust 
and chips it can produce. But try-
ing to control the dust and chips 
can sometimes seem like raking 
leaves in a windstorm. 

The dust collector shown in 
the lower right photo on the fac-
ing page is a great way to tame 
the dust clouds. (This collector is 
designed only for edge routing.) 
What I like about it is that the dust 
pickup is spring-loaded so it rides 
right along the edge of the piece. 
(Similar designs are available from 
other manufacturers.) 

CIRCLE-CUTTING JIG

So far, we’ve talked about a few of 
the operations that I use my router 
for regularly — joinery, template 
routing, and edge profi les. But 
there are a couple of other tasks 

where I rely on my router. The fi rst 
one is cutting a workpiece per-
fectly round. For example, making 
round tabletops (photo above). 

Here again, the challenge is con-
trolling the router. The solution is 
a circle-cutting jig (trammel). In 
the inset photo at right, you can 
see that the router rotates on a 
pin that fi ts in a hole drilled in the 
workpiece. A slot in the baseplate 
allows you to set the radius of the 
cut based on the location of the pin. 
To rout the table top, set the router 
to take a light (1⁄16") cut. Then move 
the router counterclockwise.  

GUIDE BUSHINGS

Earlier, I mentioned routing 
with templates. There, I used 
a fl ush-trim bit to make the 
cuts. But there’s another way 
to make templates work for 
you — guide bushings.

These metal collars mount in the 
baseplate of your router to control 
the bit. This lets you use almost any 
kind of non-bearing bit to do the 
cutting. For example, in the photo 
at left, I’m using a straight bit to 
rout a mortise for a butt hinge.  

Although guide bushings are 
pretty simple to use, there are a 
couple things to keep in mind. 

First, the bushing is 
larger than the bit, so 
you’ll need to account 
for this offset when mak-
ing the template. 

Second, it’s a good idea 
to get brass bushings. 
The softer metal won’t 
damage a bit in case of 
accidental contact.  

Get More From Your Router. 

As you can see, a router isn’t just 
for cutting profi les. There’s a lot 
of woodworking potential to tap 
into. And all it takes to unlock that 
potential and get more from your 
router are a few accessories. 
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Circle Cutter. Before using the circle-

cutting jig to trim the tabletop, I rough 

cut it on the band saw. Then to trim it to 

size, it’s supported on a spacer block 

held in place with some carpet tape. 

< Guide Bushing. To keep a 

bushing from working loose while 

you rout with a template, wrap Tef-

lon tape around the threads (inset). 

{ Pivot Pin. Drill

the hole for the pivot 

pin in the bottom of 

the tabletop where it 

won’t be seen.


